CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
eminent and brilliant chemists at work. They had differed on a point in the analysis of a complex silicate and, rather than cover valuable pages of some journal with their differences, occupying space that could be better used, they determined to settle the point at issue by experimental demonstrations made in each other's company. In this particular case Genth was in the right.
It was a further privilege of the writer to see Gibbs, Genth and Smith working amicably and cheerfully in the same room over problems which greatly interested them. Some of the difficult points in the analytical study of the cobaltamines were settled by Gibbs and Genth with the writer a very silent but much interested observer and auditor of the work and remarks of these pioneers.
Smith appeared in the laboratory of the University where the writer was an assistant. He was then short and stout of figure. His hair was heavy, thick, quite gray, parted on one side, rather long and brushed back. He wore spectacles which rested on the end of his nose. On learning that tlie writer was endeavoring to procure a compound ether by heating the silver salt of an organic acid with ethyl iodide, Smith, having seated himself on a high stool, remarked "that is a new method to me/7 On several occasions the writer enjoyed hearing from Smith the story of his study of the rare earths and, in particular, his experiences in unravelling the composition of samarskite, in which he was especially interested.
The reader will pardon this personal digression on the part of the writer, but to him it has always seemed as if there could not be too much credit given Genth, Gibbs and J. Lawrence Smith for the admirable contributions they
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